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From Jeremy: 
Dear Friends, 

In case you 
missed the 
announcement in 
worship a few weeks 
ago, I wanted to use 
this space to tell you a 
little more about our 
new pastor and his 
bride-to-be, who will 

arrive here at the church on June 26th.   
Maggie Valley UMC’s next lead pastor is Rev. 

Richard Buff.  Richard is 31 years old, and comes to us from 
Anson County, NC, where he has spent the past 6 years 
serving as the beloved pastor of the four congregations of 
the Lilesville Charge:  Forestville, Lilesville, Olivet, and 
Savannah United Methodist Churches. 

Richard is originally from Drexel, a town in 
Western North Carolina not too far from Morganton.  
Richard shared with me that he first began to discern a call 
to ordained ministry as a teenager in high school.  Following 
graduation, he attended college at Wake Forest, where he 
majored in Ancient Greek and was active in the Wesley 
Foundation, the Methodist ministry on campus.  Upon 
completion of his degree, Richard attended seminary at 
Duke Divinity School, where he met many interesting 
characters, including the author of this article.     

Richard was formally ordained at the same time 
I was, in June of 2005.  Richard’s mother and step-father, 
Martha and Curran Welch, are also United Methodist pastors 
in the Western North Carolina Annual Conference.  He also 
has one older brother, Bill, who currently lives in 
Washington, DC. 

It is a big month in Richard’s life:  not only is he 
preparing to leave his churches and to meet some of the 
people of his new church, but on May 26th, exactly one 
month before they arrive here, Richard and his fianceé, 
Kristin Goodwin, will be getting married!  A few things 
about Kristin before you get to met her:  Kristin is from 
Lilesville, NC.  On May 12th she’ll be graduating from 
UNC-Charlotte with a degree in Elementary Education.  
She is hoping to be able to find a teaching position here in 
Haywood County.  She also has one brother, named Mack.  
Among the things Kristin enjoys doing in her free time are 
sewing, cooking, listening to music, and reading.   

 

Now that I’ve shared with you some of the 
particulars, I can also tell you this: Richard is a friend of 
mine.  As I mentioned before, we knew each other in 
seminary, and our paths have crossed a few times since.   
As the search process for our new pastor began, I spent some 
time thinking about pastors I knew who might perhaps 
follow me here, people who I felt might be a good “fit” for 
our church.  Amazingly, one of the specific people I thought 
of was Richard, because I have always been impressed with 
his faithfulness, his compassion, his people skills, his sense 
of humor, and his humility.  Richard just strikes me as a 
“Maggie” person.  Still, I shared this with no one.  When 
Beverly Ketner, the Chair of our Staff-Parish told me that 
the Bishop had chosen to send Richard to our congregation, 
it was just a confirmation to me that God has been involved 
in this process, and is sending someone to continue to lead 
us in the good work that the risen Christ is doing here.      

Richard and Kristin are as excited as can be about 
coming here, and I told them they should be.  God has 
continued to do some remarkable things here recently:  as  
I watched so many of you help with our Angel Food 
distribution, unload the truck at the Feed My Sheep Food 
Bank, serve a Meal at the Open Door, and prepare a 
fundraiser for the Five Loaves and Two Fishes Food Bank,  
I just marveled again at your love of Jesus.  You answered 
the call.  You inspired me.   

And I silently thanked God again that for four 
wonderful years of my life, he has given me the blessed 
privilege of serving you as pastor.  I am already thanking 
God on behalf of what Richard and Kristin will experience 
with you as well. 

Grace and Peace, 

����������     ��
From Hal: 

Welcome back!  Our southern friends are now 
returning to these beautiful mountains with the spring 
weather to also welcome you.  The flowers are opening with 
their bright array of colors and green leaves are dressing our 
trees.  Ghost Town is readying for its opening in May, which 
will bring lots of visitors to Maggie Valley.   

Preparations are underway for a farewell for several 
Methodist ministers at Haywood County churches and then a 
welcome for new pastors at the end of June.  There was a 
time when Wesley thought preachers should be changed in 
their appointments annually, then a few years ago, a change 
every four years was the norm.  Guess that was to keep us 
from becoming complacent and “rusty.”  �  
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�  A pastor’s life is one of a sacred trust.  Such a 

life is not concerned about making a living, but making a 
contribution; being part of the answer rather than part of the 
problem.  When a Bishop and a bunch of District 
Superintendents have to make 200 pastoral changes, there’s 
a lot of swapping  - with lots of stress.  There is a story of 
the Cabinet trying to place a chronically ineffective pastor 
who had been bounced from church to church like in a pin-
ball machine.  When pushed, a District Superintendent said, 
“He does the best he can.  He just operates out of a mighty 
small can.”   

 The Western North Carolina Annual 
Conference covers the territory from Greensboro to the 
Tennessee border with close to 280,000 members.   A 
woman who happened to run into the Bishop at Annual 
Conference said to him, “Bishop, we at Shiloh are aware that 
you and the District Superintendents are making 
appointments for the new year.  We are praying for you, and 
if in your wisdom and the providence of God, send our 
pastor back, we will say ‘Amen.’  But if in your wisdom and 
the providence of God you transfer our pastor to another 
church, we will say, ‘Hallelujah!”  (by Bishop Berol Jones) 

����
From Erma: 

Who among us does not have or has not had 
heartaches, tragedies and worries?  Even when we attend 
church every Sunday, we are not immune to some of life’s 
problems.  Cancer and other illnesses will invade our body 
or that of a family member, both inside and outside our 
sanctuary walls.  War’s tragedy will creep into our lives 
thousands of miles away from the horrible battlefields.  
Personal fears and insecurities are sometimes demons to all 
of us.   
  How do we cope with these problems in our lives?  
Only the love of Christ can give us the courage and strength 
to conquer the problems, tragedy and fears that invade our 
lives. The love that I am referring to is the love of Christ 
which gives us that inner peace that passes all 
understanding.  This kind of love is the love that values, not 
things, but God’s Spirit.   It is the love that seeks to help 
others-- to take care of those that are less fortunate than we.   
When we have this kind of love we do not condemn, instead 
we build up and we do not exclude, but include all God’s 
children.  Only when we bring that kind of love into our 
hearts (our inner beings) will we be able to withstand the 
problems that invade our lives. 
 As we go about our daily lives this month,  meeting 
all the problems that come our way, look to Christ and let 
Him enter your heart with that peace that only He can give. 
My prayer for each of you is that you will receive the peace 
that helps you cope with your problems, both great and small 
and that the love that you receive from Christ may be passed 
on to all those around you. 

Peace and love to you 

	����
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Maggie Valley United Methodist Women General 

Meeting April 15, 2007 
Twenty six members and one guest were present.  Mitty 
Courtoy opened the meeting with a welcome to everyone. 
We had a quiet day service: A call to Prayer and Self- Denial 
Program—entitled “Fruits of Love” by Virginia Freeman 
and Bonnie White 
Our guest speaker, Robin Minick explained what it meant to 
be a deaconess.  We said the deaconess motto.  It was a 
wonderful and knowledgeable talk, and then we were shown 
a video on the Brooks-Howell Home in Asheville for the 
deaconesses and missionaries who have retired.  The cards 
to be sent to missionaries on the prayer calendar were 
presented and an offering was collected to benefit the 
Brooks-Howell Home.  We sang, “This Little Light of 
Mine”.   
“Response Moment” was given by Ginger Rose 
Posthumus.  Minutes were read by Bonnie Blackketter, 
Secretary.  The Treasury Report was given by Jane Beaver. 
Reports from the other committees:  Prayer Sisters--Denise 
McCullough and Judy Kossman; all the new cards have 
been sent out and should have been received.  Reading 
Program--Mitty Courtoy  will be seen carrying a book bag 
to let people check out books. If they are not turned in by 2 
weeks the ‘Library Police’ will get them!  Children’s 
Program--Gerry Blouin and Shirley Kelley; this is coming 
along nicely and we have kids reading all the books.  Camp 
Tekoa-- Dottie Horton reported that instead of sending two 
children it was decided to send all five children who applied 
for scholarship!  Prayer Shawls--Dottie Horton reported the 
Action Group went to the nursing home and gave out 
several, having a few left for next month.  More can be made 
and given to Dottie at anytime.  Everybody’s Birthday 
Party--Jane Beaver and Elise Allen decided help was 
needed and two people were assigned a table for each month 
and will make plans on how to decorate, etc. Children’s 
Sabbath--Gerry Blouin and Shirley Kelley will be working 
on this special day.  Car Wash Tickets--Judy Kossman and 
Jane Beaver reported that this fundraiser went over great 
and all the tickets were sold.  Church Dinners--Dottie 
Horton, Ann Johnson and Jane Berrevoets reported that 
Fundraiser Dinners will resume in July, with tickets to be 
sold in advance.  Gift to Mission Cards--Jane Beaver 
reported that cards of all types may be given for a $5 
donation.   
A Prayer was given before our meal by Elise Allen and a 
wonderful dinner was provided by Dottie Horton and Ann 
Johnson.  Fellowship time was spent on ideas for the 
Birthday Party.   
Dates to Remember-- April 21; Susanna Wesley tea given by 
the UMW of Shady Grove UMC, April 28; the District “Day 
Apart” at the Murphy UMC for a morning of fellowship and 
worship.   
Our next General Meeting will be July 8th, 2007.   
Respectfully Submitted,  
Bonnie Blackketter, Secretary 
 

 
 

Peachtree United Methodist Women  
 Meeting Report 
April 1 st, 2007 

The Peachtree United Methodist women met on Sunday, 
April 1st, 2007 at 6:00pm.  There were thirteen members 
present.  Gretchen Timmons called the meeting to order 
and opened with a prayer.   
The Response moment was given by Donna Gibson.  Joan 
Forbes had the program – a reading from the book, “The 
First Easter” by Peter Marshall.  The minutes of the March 
meeting and the Treasurer’s report were read and approved. 
Cindy Samuelsen reported that she has been sending 
birthday cards to members each month.  Sarah Sutton has 
been collecting Campbell soup labels.  Marge Sheaffer read 
a thank you note from Victoria Dunkle of WLOS-TV News 
for the baby gifts sent to her from the Wednesday morning 
crafters.   
We will be feeding the flood relief workers in Clyde on 
Wednesday.  A menu was decided and there should be five 
or six women preparing and serving.  The Day Apart will be 
held at Murphy on April 28th .  We will be taking school kits.  
Geraldean Caldwell reminded everyone to bring in cookies 
for the Stompin’ Ground  for “Ignite Youth” on April 15th – 
18th.   
Gretchen closed the meeting with a prayer, followed by the 
singing of  “I Love You with the Love of the Lord.” 
Respectfully Submitted, Marge Sheaffer, Secretary 
 

 
�

Maggie’s Grace Circle will meet May 9th at 10am.  
Refreshments will be served by Bea Hawkins and Betty 
Alcorn.  Pearl Conner will have the program.  Dawn 
Braley will share information on “Woman’s Cancers.”  
Dawn is a registered nurse at Mission Hospital in the 

Oncology Department.  All women are invited. 
 

The Ruth Circle will meet today at 5pm.  Supper will be 
provided.  The program will be given by Shirley Kelley and 
Lillianne Chamberlin.  Come and  join in the fellowship. 

 
The Action Circle will meet at 1pm on Wednesday, May 
23rd in the Grace classroom.   We will plan future meeting 

dates and elect a coordinator, then visit the Brian Center.   
Please join us! 
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A new “tradition” has begun at Maggie Valley UMC, 
called “First Wednesday at the Open Door.”  Ten 

volunteers gave their time and talents on Wednesday, 
April 4th to prepare, cook, and serve the noon meal to 
over 70 hungry souls at the Open Door Ministry.  Led 
by chief cook Jim Ruff and his wife Zeata, Jim Beaver, 
Rev. Jeremy Troxler and John Griswold prepared and 
cooked three turkeys with potatoes, green beans and 
corn.  Desserts (three beautiful cakes) and jelly beans 
were provided by Pam Cherry.  The group of Lynda 

McCammon, Lew and Bonnie Hanson, Sandra Knight, 
Judi Ferris and Jeremy served the meal and cleaned the 
dining area.  Prior to preparing and cooking lunch, the 

morning crew also helped with the preparation and 
serving of breakfast.  The Open Door is a Christian 

Ministry that feeds the hungry seven days a week using 
volunteers.  It is located on Commerce Street in the 

Frog Level Section of Waynesville.  Thanks be to God 
for the Maggie Methodist volunteers!  If you want to 
participate in future “First Wednesdays”, please call 

Bill Chamberlin at 926-3478. 
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Haywood Rotary 
29th Annual Benefit Drawing 

Thursday, May 10th, 2007 
held at the Waynesville Country Club  

at 6:30pm 
Dinner, Silent Auction & Door Prizes 
For more information, please contact 

Hardie Lord at 926-8289 
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~ A Child's Angel ~ 
By Erma Bombeck 

Once upon a time, there was a child ready to be 
born.  One day he asked God, "They tell me you 
are sending me to earth tomorrow but how am I 
going to live there being so small and helpless?" 

 
God: "Among the many angels, I chose one 

especially for you. She will be waiting for you and 
will take care of you." 

Child: "But tell me, here in Heaven, I don't do 
anything else but sing and smile, and that's 

enough for me to be happy.  
Will I be happy there?" 

God: "Your angel will sing for you and will also 
smile for you every day. You will feel your angel's 

love and be happy." 
Child: "How am I going to be able to understand 

when people talk to me if I don't know the 
language that men talk?" 

God: "Your angel will tell you the most beautiful 
and sweet words you will ever hear. With much 

patience and care, your angel will teach  
you how to speak." 

Child: "And what am I going to do when I want  
to talk to you?" 

God: "Your angel will place your hands together 
and will teach you how to pray." 

Child: "I've heard that on earth there are bad men. 
Who will protect me?" 

God: "Your angel will defend you even if it means 
risking her own life." 

Child: "But I will always be sad because I will not 
see you anymore." 

God: "Your angel will always talk to you about me 
and will teach you the way to come back to me, 

even though I will always be next to you." 
 

At that moment there was much peace in Heaven, 
but voices from earth could already be heard.  

The child, in a hurry, asked softly: 
"Oh God, if I am about to leave now, please tell 

me my angel's name." 
God: "You will call your angel ... Mommy." 

 

 
Mother’s Day is Sunday, May 13 th   


