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From Erma:
Worry seems
to be a problem that
plagues so many of us
these days. We worry
about our children,
our health, our
finances and so many
other things.
Someone once said
that worry was like
sitting in a rocking chair. It gives you somethiogdo, but
it won't get you anywhere.

Since the beginning of time, worry and anxiety
have plagued the human race. Even with all th@acks in
medicine, we have not found a cure for worry. \&arh
from doctors that the majority of our illnesses @aesed by
mental distress or worry. Many cardiologists bedi¢hat
worry is the cause of most of our heart proble@sher
physicians believe that worry causes nervous biaaks
and mental disorders. Some say that worry causes
wrinkles than age and in general is disastrousitchealth
and well-being.

When | start to worry, | think of the verses from
Luke's Gospel when Jesus tells us to look to tiesli and
not to worry about food. God already knows ourdsegnd
will give us what we need. If only we could re membhis
always!

As we start to worry this month, remember the
words from Luke, chapter 12 and let all your wasrie
disappear. You will find blessed peace and the@gau
find will be like the little bird in a crevice ofmck, asleep
with its head under its wing. The lightning fladhéhe
thunder roared, the wind blew and the little biethttnued to
rest. This is the kind of peace that we can ad fvhen we
look to the One that can free us from worrying ginaé us
peace. My prayer is that during this month you adhye
free from worry and find the peace that only He giave.

Peace and Love to you all

From Jeremy:
Dear Friends,

As hard as it to believe, the time has nearly come
for Margaret, Ada, and | to say “goodbye.”

The gratitude in our hearts for all that you have
given us, and the love that we feel for you, iserian we
could ever express in words.

You have shown us the meaning of “grace.” To
receive grace is to be loved beyond what you ceut
deserve. To be surrounded in grace is to knowythatwill
be forgiven your failings and encouraged in youakresss.
To experience grace is to somehow have your bHst se
called-out each day, so that you slowly becomgéhison
you were created to be. To know grace is to lzeplace
where your life can blossom in joy, peace, andiserio
God and others.

You have been grace to us. You have made us
more gracious. And you have even shown us grattein
gracious way you have allowed us to leave, in your
understanding, that as Ecclesiastes says, “to #wagythere
is a season, and a time for every purpose undeeh&a
including a time when Margaret, Ada, and | musvéea
place and people we love so much, for a seasomnlidfieae nt
life and calling.

A few weeks ago, one of you kindly put up on the
sign in front of the churchJeremy and Margaret- The
Lord Smiles on Our Time Together.” | believe that is
true.

| remember reading once of a teenager, a runner,
who was asked once why he loved running so mudie T
boy replied, “When I run, | feel God’s smile.”

In being pastor here, | have felt God's smile. And
think of all the times we have shared, when | Haltethe
shining warmth of the Lord’s smile. Beside a htsibed.
Visiting in a living room. Worshipping God togettia the
sanctuary. Praying around the table in my offi€elving
the world’s problems in Sunday School. Playing sailly
game at youth group. Chatting in the little hou$agging
along with the Young at Heart. Joining the UMW for
fellowship. Debating at a Board Meeting. Visitwgh the
Preschool Children and Staff. Cutting up in the.van
Unloading boxes of food or gifts. Sharing in aBiStudy.
Eating burgers or BBQ at a cookout, or chocolatp ch
pancakes at Joeys, or pizza at any one of my freduaaunts.
More moments and smiles and joys than | could azere.
And on each one, | believe, God smiled.

Margaret, Ada, and | will leave Maggie Valley with
a smile on our faces (and a tear in our eye), lscaithis
place we have experienced the grace of the Lordikes
And every time, for the rest of our lives, any onentions
anything having to do with the congregation at Magg
Valley UMC, a smile will shine on our faces fromeelk to
cheek, and our hearts will swell with gratitudettha
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we were allowed to serve here for four blessedsyet/e
are so excited for Richard and Kristin becauséefstmiles
that we know they will give and receive here asl wel

As we say “goodbye,” we feel it's important to
remember the origin of that word, “goodbye.” lnoes
from the Old English way of saying, “God be withuyb
Other languages still keep that meaning when thgy s
“goodbye.” In French, you say, “Adieu.” In Spamigou
say, “Adios.” Both essentially mean, “To God.” 6Gbe
with you.”

As Margaret, Ada, and | say “goodbye,” we are not
saying “farewell,” but simply, “God be with you.There is
a special biblical blessing from th& €hapter of Numbers
that has always meant a lot to us. Margaret dwavé used
this blessing as a benediction since the days wigewere
each United Methodist Youth. We also said it eaebkk at
the close of our Wesley Foundation college grodfe even
had it recited at our wedding. Inits own way, the
benediction expresses a wish that the Lord woulitesupon
(“make his face shine upon”) the ones who recdiee t
blessing. As we say, “God be with you,” we'd likeleave
you with that blessing, a wish that all of you wabédrever
know the smile of our loving Lord:

“May the Lord bless you, and keep you;

May the Lord make his face to shine upon you,

and be gracious unto you;

May the Lord lift up his countenance upon you,

and give you peace. Amen.”

Love,

From Hal:

The Family: The Marriage Covenant

On Saturday, May 2% | performed a marriage on
the bank of Jonathan Creek, uniting Linda Blum kinkie
Bly, age 60 and 62 respectively. They repeatei viosvs
to each other in a traditional Methodist ceremoTiiey
made the covenant promises, “To have and to haddj this
day forward, for better, for worse, for richer, foworer, in
sickness and in health, to love and to cherishd¢iath we
part, according to God’s holy ordinance...”

There is no greater happiness among peoples than
to be faithful in love with each other. God hasldesd from
the beginning of civilization that, “It is not goddr man to
be alone.” (Genesis2:18) Marriage is not a commge of
moral values but an enhancement of moral valuestribe
functions in importance as a social institutiontaerves
human needs. When Jesus was approached by thed®isar
on whether it was lawful for a person to divorceday
reason, (Matthew 19:3-9) Jesus pointed back tottigenal
institution.

On Sunday, May 27 | had the privilege of
performing a service of “Reaffirmation of Marriagews”
for two special people celebrating 25 years of rage. The
rest of our people, for some reason, chose nod thelsame
even though they appreciated this couple sharigig tlows
again. Thanks to Warren and Mary for your faithéds and
that you are not ashamed to say so! It makes nmel@ro

how many married couples neglect to say, “| trydprciate
and love you!” It really does not hurt to say so.

< %



From Richard:
Maggie Valley Church Family,

Grace and peace to you in the name of our Lord an|
Savior, Jesus Christ. | don’t think that the srhies left my
face since | heard from my current District Suptendent,
Sandy Giles, that | would be coming to Maggie Malle
UMC. My soon to be wife Kristin and | have had mag
but positive experiences during the two trips wivenhave
come up to see the area and meet a few of youclkehur
members. It already feels like a really good fity hope is
that you will be able to say the same thing of mseoyou
have gotten to know us. One thing that has stnuelduring
the brief time | have been in Maggie Valley is tiati have
taken the call to be in mission seriously. Theistiies
Maggie Valley UMC are involved in seem to be reaglgo
many people who are in need — whether they beed né
food, a safe place for their children after schooljust
having someone pray for them. |look forward tanigen
ministry with you.

As | write this, | am only three days away from
marrying Kristin. | am also only a little more tha month
away from having to say goodbye to a Charge | ls&veed
for six years, and you are just as close to hatorsgy
goodbye to Jeremy and his family, who have beeartgh
your lives for many years. Then there are allhsiéos.
There are a lot of changes coming up for all of@banges
are scary and exciting at the same time. But lassuire you
that we are all in this together. | have alreadlfem
comments and cards from you letting me know thatam@
praying for me. | know you are praying for Jeremiynd |
want you to know that | am also praying for you dedemy
as this time of transition gets closer and clof2uring this
time of change, may it be that we all find comfarserving
the one who is the same yesterday, today, anddorev

Being United Methodists, with us changing pastors
in this itinerary fashion that we do, we are rerach@very
few years that it is the message that is most itapbto us,
not the messenger. | want you to know that thesagps of
Christ crucified, and risen will continue in younurch.

I look forward to starting life together with Ktis
being surrounding by the Christian community inryou
church. 1look forward to meeting all of you sodriook
forward to calling your Church, home.

Peace in Christ,
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From Vll’glnla Freeman-

An invitation to ALL women to participate ifhe Spiritual
Growth Retreats for the United Methodist Women of the
Western North Carolina Conference which will bedhed
Lake Junaluska on June 15-16 and June 16-17, 2007 .
theme for the retreats this yearkaith, Fears, and
Dandelions.” We all have faith, but sometimes we allow
our faith to take a back seat to the demands oflaily
lives. We don't take time to nourish ourselvestigh
God’s Word, and just as our bodies become wealafdt of
food, so also does our faith falter for lack ofsgaess with
God. As a result, we allow our fears to creep hexe our
faith should be. But God wants us to remain stiorgur
faith and put down strong roots so that our faitth mot
falter. We must begin our relationship with Godleday.
Take some time out gur busy life and join with sisters
and brothers in Christ at beautiful Lake Junaluskaplace
which calls you to spend some quiet time in reftatt
study, and prayer with your UMW sisters. We tthstt
your retreat will be a special time of renewal aptitual
growth.

Registration: 12:30 — 3:45pm - Harrell Center,

downstairs Look for yellow UMW registration sgn
$10 registration fee, cash, if possible.
(Checks accepted also)

Session One: 3:45pm — Stuart Auditorium

Singing — Mary Green, song leader;
Ronnie Wise, organist/pianist
Special music — Javier Perez, oboist
Retreat Leader — M. Garlinda Burton,
General Secretary of the General
Commission on the Status and Role of
Women - “Extreme Makeover (from the
inside out)” — Romans 11:33 — 12:2
7:15pm — “Citizens of Heaven”
Philippians 3: 12-14, 20
Concert by the Junaluska Singers
Session Three:  9:00am — “When You Can't Be
Superwoman” Mark 10: 46-52
10:30am — “Returning to our UMW
Roots” — Matthew 5: 14-16
If you need child care, call Lake Junaluska — 48812
Please pray for the retreats, leaders, and alétimos
attendance to grow spiritually. For more inforroaticall
Virginia Freeman 452-0181. If you need transpartatve
can work it out. Please plan to participate — veatwyOU
there! (A note to the wise...plan to attend Jund &5f at
all possible as Sunday, June 17 is our last worsipice
with Margaret, Jeremy and Ada.)

Session Two:

Session Four:

g $(

Peachtree United Methodist Women
The Peachtree UMW met on Sunday, M&y2807 at 6pm.
There were 14 members and one guest preseain
Forbescalled the meeting to order and opened with a
prayer. Geraldean Caldwellintroduced our guest speaker,
Rev. Jeremy Troxler, who told us about his new agpent
to the “Thriving Rural Communities” program of thimited
Methodist Church.
The Response Moment was giventyestine Upchurch
The minutes of the April meeting were read and aped.
Geraldeanread the Treasurer’s report. We will be catering
the DAR Luncheon on May ¥9n the Fellowship Hall. The
menu was discussed and decisions mé&teestine made a
motion that the United Methodist Women pay for mheats.
Donna Gibsonseconded and the motion passed.
Boxes will be placed at the entrances to the chfoch
collecting school supplies for kits we will be magi We
are to meet on Thursday, May"@t 6pm to work on the
bags.
There be no further businesean closed the meeting with a
prayer.
Respectfully submitted, Marge Sheaffer, Secretary
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Maggie’'s UMW Ruth Circle

The Ruth Circle met May", 2007 in the Fellowship Hall
with twelve members presernerry Blouin opened the
meeting and welcomed everyone. Supper was prodsied
Mother’s Day treat! The food and fellowship wergoged
by all.
A wonderful program was provided hillianne
Chamberlin and Shirley Kelley — the “History of Maggie
Valley United Methodist Church.Melinda Coker sang a
song and gave a presentation, “Ways to Show Hd#pita
Mitty Courtoy had books for the Reading Program.
Discussion and Reports were given on the “Angeld~oo
Ministry,” “Action Circle,” “Children’s Books” and
“Everyone’s Birthday Party.” The ‘chicken feed’ ney
was collected. The Pledge was said by everyone and
Melinda led the group in singing our theme song, “This
Little Light of Mine.” Gerry closed the meeting with a
prayer.
Respectfully submitted by Pat Butler,
for Elise Allen, Secretary

Maggie’s UMW Grace Circle
The Grace Circle met on May' @vith fourteen members and
one guest present. Call to order was giveAby Johnson
who thankedBea Hawkins and Betty Alcornfor
refreshments. Under Joys and Concebmapthy Peterson
and Susan Wendelvere mentionedCarolyn Mize gave
the devotion on “Love” from 1 Corinthians 13:4-The
program was by Dawn Braley, “Cancers in Womemlitty
Courtoy gave the Mission Moment on our ‘Pledge to
Missions — Where the Money Goes.’ A thank you wesesdr
from Linda Palmer, Betty Schabinger’s daughteearl
Conner read the minutes and the Treasurer's Report was
given byThelma Franklin. Car Wash ticket sales were
discussed Ann thanked everyone who furnished desserts
for the Scholarship Fund Raiser. Kits for RestoraHouse
may be brought in at any time. The Dellwood Paageris
now with Restoration House.
Dottie Horton made a motion seconded Bgnnie White
to give a donation in honor of DawMitty will have books
available at all meetings and on Sundays. Fivauof
members went to the ‘Day Apart.” Everyone shil t
Pledge and we discussed “Dates to Re me mhiatie
Beaverreminded the group of the ‘Everyone’s Birthday
Party’ to be held on July 29 There will be 12 tables and
we will have cakes and decorations.
Our next meeting will be June "13Doris Bowker will have
the programBonnie Blackketterwill have refreshments
andDenise McCulloughwill have the Mission Moment.
We sang “This Little Light of Mine.”Ann closed the
meeting with a prayer.
Respectfully submitted by Pearl Conner, Secretary

June Happenings for UMW
Peachtree UMW will meet on June % at 6pmin the
Fellowship Hall. Becky Bender will have the Resgp®n
moment, Cindy Samuelsen will have the program:ziBra
Pat Koskey, and the hostesses will be Geraldeaiw@dl
and Betty Catherine Rathbone
Maggie's Ruth Circle will meet June 18' at 5pmin the
Fellowship Hall. Kathryn Etier will have the pragn.
Maggie’s Grace Circle will meet June 18 at 10am in the
Fellowship Hall. Doris Bowker will have the progna
Maggie’s Action Circle will meet June 28' at 1pm. We
will visit the Brian Center and may have some e&f th
Summer Camp children to go along.
June 15, 16 & 17 Spiritual Growth Retreatsat Lake
Junaluska
Maggie’s Executive Officers will meet after Worshipon
June 24" in the Grace classroom. This will take the place
of the previously scheduled 3-5pm meeting.
Maggie’s five children will be attending Camp Tekoa
June 17-23. Keep them in your prayers and welaok
forward to glowing reports from them on their retuHave
fun, Eli, David, Zac, Melinda and Miki!
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First Wednesday at the Open Door
Once again, volunteers from Maggie Methodist prepand
served the noon-day meal at the Open Door MinisDyer
80 hungry souls enjoyed a meal of “Graceland” noedil
vegetables, and mashed potatoes. A dessert obletec
chip cookies rounded out the meal. Led again ligfch
cooks Jim and Zeata Ruff, John and Brenda Griswold,
Carolyn Strickland and Rev. Jeremy Troxler prepaedi
cooked the meal. Dessert was provided by Pam €herr
The energetic group of Lewis and Bonnie Hanson,r@eo
and Virginia Freeman, Sue Shepherd and Jeremycéee
meal and then cleaned the dining area afterward.
The Open Door is a Christian ministry that feedshbngry
seven days a week using volunteers. They are lbcette
Commerce Street in the Frog Level section of Wayilles
If you want to participate, look for the announcetria the
bulletin and then “sign up”For more information, please
call Bill Chamberlin at 926-3478.

Schedule for “Feed My Sheep” Food Bank for June
‘Feed My Sheep’ Food Bank is located at 1516 Sulphu
Springs Road in Waynesville, next to Eagles Nesceéry.
Four to five people are usually needed to volunteer

June 8" (Tuesday) meet at 11am at MVUMC —
will need two trucks to go to Manna Food Bank

June 12" (Tuesday) meet at ‘Feed My Sheep’ at
1lam to go to Asheville’'s Manna Food Bank

June 20" (Wednesday) meet at ‘Feed My Sheep’ at
9am to unload truck

June 258" (Monday) meet at ‘Feed My Sheep’ at
8:30am for a trip to ‘Hearts with Hands’ in Enka

June 26" (Tuesday) meet at ‘Feed My Sheep’ at
1l1am for a trip to Manna in Ashevilld&or more
information, please call Susan Warner at 627-6356.




