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From Richard: 
Maggie Valley  
Church Family, 

Grace and peace 
to you in the name of our 
Lord and Savior, Jesus 
Christ.  I’d have to say that 
it is funny how God works 
things out sometimes.  
Since the last newsletter 
article I wrote, Kristin and 
I have walked down the 
aisle, and gone on our 

honeymoon.  And I have to confess, we have had our own 
private joke for a little while.  I imagine word has gotten out 
by now, but in case you haven’t heard Kristin and I 
honeymooned less than three miles from Maggie Valley 
UMC.  On May 11th last year, long before I knew I would 
be moving from Lilesville, and long before I had any idea 
where I would be placed if I were to move, I made a 
reservation for us at one of the Johnson Branch Cabins.  I’ve 
always loved the mountains, and this area in particular.  So 
when I was deciding where to celebrate my marriage, 
Maggie seemed like the perfect choice.  I’ll admit that I’m 
not much of a “sign person,” but when I later found out that 
my new appointment was here, I saw God’s hand at work. 

It was just a little nudge of a reminder that God still 
has his hand in our lives.  It was a reminder that there is 
someone beyond us who works things toward the good for 
them who love him.  As I have been packing my boxes these 
last few weeks, I have been reminded of something else too; 
and that is that Lilesville is not my home.  And no matter 
how long I will live in Maggie, and no matter how long you 
will live in Maggie – Maggie is not our home either.  
Hebrews 13:14 tells us, “here we have no lasting city, but we 
are looking for the city that is to come.”  Pastors, with our 
more frequent moves (in comparison to other people), may 
take that verse a little more to heart than the normal person, 
but I am thankful to be jarred into remembering that all of us 
are supposed to be in this world but not of this world.  How 
easily I forget that sometimes.  So as I have been packing up 
all the boxes of things I have accumulated over time, I was 
convicted a little when I came across a prayer by a man 
named John Baillie.  In a part that alludes that verse in 
Hebrews, Baillie prays: 
Let me never think, O eternal Father, that I am here to stay.  
Let me still remember that I am a stranger and pilgrim on 

the earth.  For here we have no continuing city, but we seek 
one to come.  Preserve me by Thy grace, good Lord, from so 
losing myself in the joys of earth that I may have no longing 
left for the purer joys of heaven.  Let no happiness of this 
day become a snare to my too worldly heart.  And if instead 
of happiness, I have to-day suffered any disappointment or 
defeat…give me grace to accept it from Thy hand as a loving 
reminder that this is not my home. 
 As a United Methodist pastor, I know I am only 
appointed one year at a time.  Having said that, I look 
forward to spending many, long, happy years with you.  I 
look forward to growing close to each of you in Christian 
love.  But as I minister to you, and you to me, I pray that we 
will all find the joy that comes from being residents of a 
home not made with human hands, but that is eternal in the 
heavens. 
 Peace in Christ, 

 ��������	��
 

From Erma: 
I just finished reading chapter 25 of Matthew about 

talents.  In this passage, Jesus is reminding us that our talents 
are God’s gifts to be used.  If we have five talents and we 
make use of them, we may find ourselves with ten talents.  If 
we have one talent and we bury it, even that talent will be 
lost.  We’ve have all heard the saying, “nothing ventured, 
nothing gained”.  After reading the chapter in Matthew, we 
could say, “nothing ventured, everything lost.” 

Jesus asks us to venture, to take the risk of 
committing our talents to him.  That is the only kind of life 
that makes sense—and brings joy.  We can see how this 
works in our daily lives.  If we don’t exercise and use our 
bodies our muscles become flabby.  When we stop using the 
gifts that God has given us, our lives become flabby.   

I have seen so much talent this week in Bible 
School, and we really have been “Soaring to New Heights 
with God”. (This is the theme of our Vacation Bible School.)  
There are certainly no flabby lives in the church this week.  
The attendance is the highest of any in the last ten years. 

It has been a blessing to see the adult class full to 
overflowing.  The story tellers for the children are making 
the Bible stories so real.  Their costumes are great, and as 
one enters the story telling room, time goes backward.  The 
children are having so much fun in the crafts, music and 
recreation classes.    We have all enjoyed the food that has 
been served to us by the kitchen crew.  The atmosphere is  
full of joy and laughter as the children gather in the 
sanctuary for the opening and closing exercises.  School 
supplies are being packed by the older children as �  
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�  they learn to do service and experience the joy of helping 
others. These supplies have been given by those attending 
VBS this week and will be sent to children in West Virginia.  

 The director, Zeata Ruff and her husband Jim have 
done such a good job in pulling all this talent together.  
Thank you  Zeata and Jim. There is not enough room in this 
newsletter to mention all the other names of those helped 
and did such a good job.  However God knows and sees the 
good work that you are doing.  Please know that we 
appreciate all you are doing.   As Jesus reminds us in chapter 
25 of Matthew, use the talents we have, live in faith, and 
venture out with courage.  Then, He assures us that we 
cannot fail.   

Thanks be to God, 

��������
From Hal: 
 There is an old saying, “The best learning we get is 
what we learn after we know it all.”  The person who stops 
learning grows dull and stale.  Some very good advice was 
given to me many years ago by a mountain man who said, 
“Hal, you go an’ love em’ and they will love you right 
back.”  Another said, “You’ll catch more friends with honey 
than you can with vinegar.”  There was once a printing of a 
Bible in which the word ‘vineyard’ was spelled ‘vinegar’ 
and it was called the Vinegar Bible.  Occasionally someone 
may come along and make you think they have a copy of it.  
They forget to look on the bright or positive side.  The 
Carter Family Singers made a big hit of their famous song, 
“Keep on the Sunny Side.”  If I am happy, people around me 
are happy as we share in each other’s joys.  Jesus did this. 
 Bishop Costen Harrell was my professor in a class 
at Emory University and his teaching of the Psalms lifted up 
my spirit.  He also introduced me to the “Prairie Years and 
War Years” by Carl Sandburg, so that I could hardly put my 
copy down as I learned the story of Abraham Lincoln.  Dr. 
Excelle Roselle, my District Superintendent and teacher 
while I started college, talked of Arthur Wentworth Hewitt’s 
Highland Shepherds, a priceless book in my library.   
Many great modern books and Bibles of many versions and 
translations give new insights to us, but the Bible itself is the 
main book for any person.   Alfred Edersheim’s Life and 
Times of Jesus the Messiah, is in two volumes and the best 
reference I know to understand the Jewish customs and 
practices during the earthly life of Jesus.          

We learn from people around us as they laugh, cry 
and share their lives with us.  Life, as I understand, is a 
continuous process in that we learn as long as we live.  
Again, let me thank you for allowing me to be your pastor.   
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Maui Delight 
1 large can pineapple tidbits 
1 small can angle flake coconut 
1 cup chopped pecans 
8 pieces orange slice candy 
1 box yellow cake mix 
2 sticks butter, melted 
 
Cut orange slice candy in small pieces.  Sprinkle a 
teaspoon of flour over them to keep them from sticking 
together.  Pour pineapple and about half the pineapple 
juice into a 9x13 inch pan.  Cover with the coconut, 
then sprinkle with the orange slice candy.  Pour dry 
cake mix over the top and press gently.  Sprinkle with 
chopped pecans and top with melted butter.  Bake at 
325 degrees about 25 minutes or until top of cake is 
lightly browned.  Enjoy! 
 
Thanks to Margie Sutton for this recipe.   
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Thank you to all Peachtree  

and Maggie Valley United Methodist Church  
Vacation Bible School Volunteers  

and to all participants! 
Our Bible School was a great success!   

 
Maggie Valley and Peachtree Children and 

Adults Soar to New Heights! 
Vacation Bible School offers hot air balloon adventure 

and ‘Flight Plan’ for life.   
By Scoop 

Approximately 100 children and adults, ‘Sky Scouts’ 
from the Maggie Valley community recently 

experienced high adventure and developed a stronger 
faith as they soared to new heights with God.  The 
churches Vacation Bible School program, “Lift Off!” 

which ran June 24th – 28th, included a daily visit from 
Skylar the Sky Squirrel.  People of all ages learned 

about the sport of hot air ballooning.  Everyone 
enjoyed a fellowship meal each night.  Activity centers 

included Bible story reenactments, arts and crafts, 
lively songs and recreation.  One of the major 

components of this year’s VBS was the mission 
project.  School supplies were deposited into the 

mission box during each opening assembly.  These 
items will be delivered to West Virginia.  As Skylar’s 

co-host and the writer of this article, I am truly blessed 
to have been a part of Lift Off!  What a wonderful group 

of people and what a fantastic VBS adventure!   
Photos of our activities are on display  

in the�����������

 
��'��������������(��)#�(���
����������"�������$����� �
�01�+	����������#��$�������������#%������#�	������� �
2���������1�+ ��3���)�����#����"���������������
(��)���� """ )�''���)� ��'  �������#�"����$��������
���#�)�����(��)��45%)����������	�-��#���	�����
.����#���	�
����6 �� 	��
 �� ����� �� �����01�+	��������
(��������##���) ��������(��)#�)����������01�+�
��'������������#���	�7�68��������	���''���0�����	�� +�
89:;��)�#���������$��
������ �� ���������������������
%���<�%�"����$��������#������������(����#�)����	�
�� ��
89�� �(��)����)4���������01�+ ���
���������
�������
��������������������
��

�

�

��������� �����������	�
��������������������

������
��������!
�"##$� ����
���
�%�����������

����������
�	�������&����"' �� �(�") �� ���������
������
"�##�*�+�,#-�.������
�������������������������-����
�����/�������-���������������
��������������������� �

����������������--���������	��������/������������� ��

��0����	�	���
.��� ��� � �
�

�����������
��1�-����
-���2���������1�.�)�������������
����5 �� ����=%) ��-�����
"�����:�)�)$��#���������'��#��%��#��� �� 2��������
3�����
 ������������)�����'���������������%�����"������
%����� ��-�����#%��#����)����"�#�'�����$�� 4�����4�����  ��
2��'��)�>� ������5�����
�� ������������2���?�#���	�"���
������#��$������������������%�������&�� ����(��#�)� ��#�
(����"�������%��'��)�����"����%��������$�� 4�����
����������1������������2�������������	���.�� -���)�����#�
�(���������)�����'�"��������������%%����� ��-���
-���#����@#���%����"�#�%��#�����������%%����� ���
1������������������	� 5�����5����� ���)������������������
$���'����������+�)%$���@#����%�12+�����#�����A��B�� �%#�(���
,��������C����%��# �� 6���
������-������ �#�''�#���������
"��#����A-������'��(�3��C�����#����?��������������� ��	������
����D�'��.��#�������������E�#��(##�� ��.��"������#� �#������
��������������������������������� �� 2�������� ��������$����
������"�$���#����������$�����(�������������'�%��'�� ) ��-���
�%��������E��"�����������"����$�����!����
�����#��� 
�����;<
�: ��-���!����
�����#������'��#�"����%��(��)������� ���'�� ���
.��"����$��(�����'����������������(�"�����#����.��� �#���	�

����= �� ����+���� ��.���������������)�����(��##������
#���"����#	�%������#����	����%#	�����������%��	�$�� "���#�
�������� ��.��"������#������������E������'��������' ����

����8= ��  ��6���
���� �)������)�����������"���#������#�)��
)���������"��#�������������������� �� &����7����
 �
#����������������)������%�##�� ���
-���
����)�����'�"����$�������������D���%��������2� ����	����
$���������������(�������	�
����� #�����8%) �� 2�������� ���#���
����)�����'�"�������������#��'��'	�AD�!����3���"��� �����
!�����(�����!��� C���
1�
-���������
��������8�
�����5�������8�5���������
 

���������	�
	����	�
��
	�����������
����	

������
������	���������������
���	����� ��!"#�!�� ��� � �

	
���	������	����������	��	��������	���	

�������������	�������� 	���	����	���������	���	
���	��������	��	!"#$%&$			��	��� 	��	�	����	�'	���� 	
��� �	��(�	��	���	������	�''���$		)��	%*+	�'	���	
�����	,���	��	��,����	���	����	��������	�������$			

-�����	����	.���	.��,�	��	""*/%&0&$		



 4 
���
��������
���
��������
���
��������
���
��������  

�����!
��
��1�����������

-��������+������)������
�����
 �� ����;%)�"�����7�)�)$��#�
%��#��� ���(���� 1�/.�6����4��� �$��##�������(���	�����������#�
�������"�#���������$����� ������)�����'�"�#�������� ���������
$�� 9�����8�2�����4�����  ��-���%�������������#�)���������
"���� %���
��
���������8�6���������
�������5���-8�6��
��
:����8����������� 
����5����8�����&�������� F�9���������
����������!
��������. ��2���#�����%����#��(���#���������
%�����# ������%���������������)�##�������(�������)� ���	�
+����#�1%���	�"�#�%��#������$�� 9������������. ��.������
#�'�����������(�����#�$������� ���
5�
���������8�5�����5���������5������;����� �"����'�����
����.�#��0��'��������%����
�����7 ��  ��-����������+��������#�����
����������+���������#�)���� �� 
������������ �#%����
��'�����'������%��������E��"��������������
�����#��  ������
,B��������+�))������"����)�������
����87 ��  ��
����� ��#��
)�������������1�.�������'�2��'��) ��2���#���������� ��(�
�������#���$���#/��.�������(�������������'���'����+ �)%�
-���� ��2���#�����%����)���������%�����# �� 2���� �'��������
%�%��������#����������������)��������#�(��� 6���������

�������5���-.���
��$�����(���%��'��)	�G+���#�)�#����
���	@�"�#�%��#� �����$��
;�������6����  ����"��#�'����"�����������(��������	�'�������
#��������������E���#������������"����H�#�'���� ��2� �����#��(�
����)�##�������%����.�#��0��'�����"����#��"�������' �����
����%��#�������� �� ;������ �'�����������#��'�%����� ���
������B��)�����'�"����$����'�������)�����'����
���� 9��  ��.��
"����$�����������'�����.�����-������((����' ���
1�
-���������
������������&����2.�;�

����
�

&����<�--�����
�����
�������
��
&����+ �� �>�������''���1�������������#��.�)���������������
���)������'������(��)�7�>�=%) ����"�����(���%��'��) �
�$��������A.�����-������((����'C�"��������#�����"�� ������
'��#	�"����$��'�����$��2�����+����������
����������  ��
��)�)$������$���'���������#����������$����#����'��� ���'�
���������(������#��((����' ����#�����$�#���##�)���� �'�"����
(����"�"������(�"�"���#�(��)�������#����'���#������
���%�����## �������������������������
����?�##)���" ����
#���������'���#�%%�������������+���������#��������� �#���'�
�������������)��%������ ���
&����=+�� �>�-����������+�������(�����1�.�"����)��������%)�
������������������'����'�������������������+������� ����#���
����$���'�������������#��"��������#�)�������������� � ��
2���#����)�/�
&����"> �� �* �A,����$���@#����������2����C��))����������(����
�������)�.��#��%��#�����G'�(�@�����������'��'������ �������
��)���(������"#��%���������(�����������/������1���� ��
�������#��.�)�������%������'����$����'������������� �'��
����$���(��������)������(��������� ��D(������������ ��$����
�#����������%	�%���#������������"�����������)�	���� ��
������#	����������#����(������������% �����@��$��$� #�(��/��.��
�������������%/���

�

�
9��������?
����������	��������
������������ ��

&����=�@�&����"#�-���
������3���������������'���
I�������'I��������#�� �-��(��������)��������������� ����
����(��	�#������������������(���������#�����B��#��( �����
�������$�(��������(���������#������ ���������#�"��� �'��
���#�%%������''���0������1�+J#�������)���#��������� �
������K������)���#��������������%�������#�%%���/�-� ���

������$����"#���(���)������(��L7;8<:�;8M ��
&����='� <�3�������������'�������#�������*������������

������������"���������������#�����������#�����)����  �

����������������������5*5
�����$��#�������$���'�
)�����(�������������������#����# �.�J����������=*5
 <
:%) �D(����������J�������������������#��(��)������� ��

�������9�����#����	�����"����������������'� ��
5��������&����"" 	����������������
������H�'��3�����

L��#��'�=��<�8���'����M�"����)�������������'��#�(�� )�
;*

<=*5
�% ) �3����������#�������$���'���#�������� ��
�������(��$�� �.�������#�)��(�������'#��������%�(�� �
�����'���%����#�#�))��/�3���"��J��"�������)�##���/� �
&����"+����:��.�= �<�-���3�����"����'�����+���"���#�

-��)��2����(���������� �.��"�������������9*5
��)��� ��
��������������9*

�%) �������+��%�����#�����������/ �
����������"���%�������'��)�#�����%�"��������������� '�
�������#�� �����
����������$����������#����"� 	�����

������
������� �(�����������(���)������(� �
����)������(��������#�������������#	���������
����

���������L;
9<:6=9M�������$����"#���L7;8<:�;8 M �
 

�
$%��	����� &�����	�� &��
�

1��	�����	����������	'��	&**0	���������	,���	
��������	����	(����2		-�����	���	 �	��'	%���

�(�
�	���������	�'&��� ��	���	�'	����	��������	
�����	'��	
���$		��	,���	��	�� ���	'��	��''�����	�� �(�	

����	(����	�������	3�4�(����	,���	���	
���������	,���	��	��� ��$		5��	(��	�����	����	

�������������	��	���	������	1''���	�����(�$		
���� 	���2		 ��� � 	



 5 
���
��������
���
��������
���
��������
���
��������  

 
Many thanks to Cullowhee UMC for the loan of 

their bus for the Summer Camp program at Maggie 
Valley United Methodist Church! 

 

���������	��	
�	���	
��� ��� � �
Wow, what an exciting month!  We celebrated 

Father’s Day and enjoyed all of our newly donated toys 
that we received from our friends.  Thank you so much 
for the playground toys.  We also received another 
donation toward a load of mulch, a donation to buy 
mirrors for the Infant and Toddler I rooms, and we 
saved enough money on the mirrors to buy a wall art 
display for the Toddler I class.  We still need donations 
of board books, musical instruments, infant toys and all 
sizes of batteries.   

Our center will be closed on the 4th of July to 
celebrate Independence Day.  We will be talking about 
the beach and summer activities this month.  We have 
a new substitute teacher, Nicole Hoyle.  She is an 
‘Early Education’ student who is helping out this 
summer.   

Thank you again to Willie Miller and Mamaw 
Mildred Muirhead for all of the hard work that you do 
for our center.  We love you very much.  Thank you for 
your continued support. 
Many thanks to Ms. Iris Silvers, Interim Director  ��� �  
 

Daycare Work Day - Saturday, July 21 st  
Come and wear your work clothes! 

We will sand and paint, fix small things and help 
“spruce up” our classrooms 

8am – until … 
 

MVUMC Men's breakfast will be held on July 
7th  at 9am in the Fellowship Hall.  Charles 

Courtoy will be cooking sausage & bacon.  
Sha Shahan will make pancakes and 

coffee.  Our speaker will be from Hospice.   
Afterwards, we plan to help with some work 

around the church.  Men, please make plans to 
come on Saturday and wear your work 

clothes! 
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LAKE JUNALUSKA FLEA MARKET 
Saturday, July 21 st from 7:30 – 11:30am 

Nanci Weldon Open Air Gym at Lake Junaluska 
The annual flea market proceeds help to support 

community service projects.  “Treasures” and freshly 
baked goods for sale.  Some more valuable articles will 
be offered in Silent Auction.  Donuts, sausage biscuits, 

coffee, cokes, and other snacks will be available.  
Everyone is invited to share in this great time  

of fun and fellowship. 


