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From Richard: 
Greetings in the name of 
our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ, 
 It’s probably not 
too surprising to hear 
that a United Methodist 
pastor has a few favorite 
John Wesley quotes.  So 
this month I wanted to 
share one of mine with 

you (and I imagine you’ll hear me mention it again a 
time or two if you let me stick around long enough).  In 
the preface to his “Standard Sermons” Wesley says to 
his readers, “I want to know one thing, the way to 
heaven; how to land safe on that happy shore. God 
Himself has condescended to teach the way; for this 
very end He came from heaven. He hath written it 
down in a book. O give me that book! At any price, 
give me the book of God! I have it: here is knowledge 
enough for me. Let me be “a man of one book.”” 
 We know enough about Wesley to know that 
he was a well studied man, and that he applied his 
mind to more than just the bible.  But he always gave 
primary importance to the “one book.”  I fear that that 
is something we’ve lost somewhere along the way.  
We have become satisfied with hearing the scriptures 
read when we are at church, and easily enough neglect 
picking them up every day. 
 So my article this month comes with a 
challenge as part of it.  To become more and more a 
people of “one book,” I want to encourage you to read 
more from your bible this month than you did last 
month.  If you read a few minutes every day last 
month, then read just a few more minutes a day this 
month.  If you didn’t read anything at all last month, 
then this month read something, anything, your choice.  
It is in the scriptures that we find our shared language 
and our shared heritage with all who have faithfully 
lived and died.  I also want to encourage you to bring 
your own bible with you to Sunday School and to our 
worship services.  There’s just something about 
building up what you could almost call a relationship 

with your own copy of the scriptures.  It will become 
easier to find the books and chapters you are looking 
for in your bible; you’ll know right where to turn for 
your favorite verses in your bible.   
 After a month of increased reading, ask 
yourself if you feel that you have grown in spiritual 
maturity or not.  I think you already know what the 
answer will be. 
 Peace in Christ, 

Richard Buff 
 
From Hal: 

A Pastor’s Word 
On Saturday, August 25th, I attended the 50th 

Wedding Anniversary of Jean and Jerry Sutton in 
Franklin, NC by special invitation from their children.  
Jerry is a graduate of NC State and a classmate and 
personal friend of Governor Jim Hunt, who was the 
Best Man at Jean and Jerry’s wedding 50 years ago.  
Jean is a pianist at Clark’s Chapel Methodist Church 
and Jerry is the Sunday School Superintendent.  I am 
invited to be the preacher on their Homecoming 
Sunday, September 16th, as they break ground for a 
new Fellowship Hall.   

It is wonderful to celebrate a marriage for 50 
years, especially where there is love and an enduring 
trust.  This is certainly true in a time when half of the 
marriages end in divorce.  I have always believed 
divorce is the wrong way to go, even though I received 
mine on Monday, August 20th without really knowing 
the reason.  It is clear as we read in Mark’s Gospel 
10:1-12 that even in Jesus’ day there was oftentimes 
painful struggle over broken relationships.  Healing 
and reconciliation were His aims and therein lies help 
for folks like me.   

Broken relationships are found in families, in 
churches, in businesses, and in communities.  There is 
a bright hope in the third verse of the hymn “Rescue 
the Perishing”…“Down in the human heart, crushed 
by the tempter, feelings lie buried that grace can 
restore, touched by a loving heart, wakened by 
kindness, chords that were broken will vibrate once 
more.” �  
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 �  Meanwhile we have much to do in the 
months ahead.  There are plenty of opportunities for us 
to expand our ministry at Peachtree and throughout the 
world.  I am counting on each of you to share your 
talents, your gifts and your presence as we seek to 
serve in the Church’s Mission in meeting the needs of 
our congregation and the community. 
 

From Erma: 
Erma would like to thank everyone for the 

many kindnesses shown during her time of 
healing.  She is very grateful!    

The “school kits” for children in Haiti 
were collected by Rev. Doug Love from Morning 
Star UMC.  There were well over 100 kits total!  
Maggie Church was the drop-off site for the 
Waynesville District.  Thanks to everyone who 
contributed.   

Also, many thanks go to our Summer 
Camp teachers; Karen Rigdon, Barbara Owen, 
Beverly Krause, Francis Tate and Angela Greene.  
Summer Camp 2007 was a great success and the 
children enjoyed many fun times while enrolled in 
MVUMC’s Summer Camp.  Our Afterschool 
program is in full swing, with Ms. Barbara, Ms. 
Beverly and Ms. Crystal Messer as teachers.   

If you would like to send Erma a card, her 
address is:  Rev. Erma Bond, 45 McIntosh Lane, 
Maggie Valley, NC  28751.   
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Garden Vegetable Salad Stacker 
2 large tomatoes, each cut into 6 slices  
6 oz. KRAFT Low-Moisture Part-Skim Mozzarella Cheese, 
cut into 6 slices  
1/3 cup KRAFT Zesty Italian Dressing, divided  
6 slices red onion (about 1 large)  
12 seedless cucumber slices (about 1 medium)  
6 fresh basil leaves  
PLACE 6 of the tomato slices on platter; top each with 1 
cheese slice. Drizzle with half of the dressing.  
TOP each with 1 onion slice, 2 cucumber slices and second 
tomato slice.  DRIZZLE with remaining dressing; top with 
basil.  Substitute 6 KRAFT DELI DELUXE Low-Moisture 
Part-Skim Mozzarella Cheese Slices for the mozzarella 
cheese.  Serving Suggestion: These great-tasting appetizers 
are sure to be a hit.  Just make sure to prepare enough so that 
each guest gets one! 

From the kraftfoods.com website –  
thanks to Chrystal Carver �  

 
Child Care Center News for September 

Our enrollment is up and we have some new 
staff on board.  We would like to welcome Lisa Nadel, 
Emily Lee, and Heather Cruse to our staff.  We 
currently have thirteen children enrolled in our 
Preschool room.  Everyone is excited about all of the 
changes that are taking place in our center!   

The Center is promoting a “Little Caesars 
Pizza Kits Fundraiser” program with our parents to help 
boost our general funds.  This seems to be going very 
well. If you are interested, please come by the Center. 

 We will be studying grandparents, apples, and 
pumpkins this month.  Batteries of all sizes are still on 
our “Needs List.”  Again, thank you so much for all of 
the support and prayers from everyone. 
- Ms. Iris Silvers, Director 
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Maggie UMC UMW Grace Circle Minutes 
August 8, 2007 

The Maggie Valley Grace UMW Circle met in the church 
Fellowship Hall on August 8, 2007 at 10:00am.  Those 
attending were Bettie Avera, Jane Beaver, Bonnie 
Blackketter, Jean Doris Bowker, Jean Chamberlin, Mitty 
Courtoy, Thelma Franklin, Bea Hawkins, Dottie Horton, 
Betty Jackson, Ann Johnson, Denise McCullough, Vi 
Majorana, Carolyn Mize, Dorothy Peterson, and 
Margaret Mason, guest. 
Leader, Ann Johnson called the meeting to order at 
10:10am.  The members sang "Happy Birthday" to Dottie 
Horton, Jean Chamberlin, Denise McCullough, and 
Thelma Franklin. 
Concerns:  Erma Bond, {Ruth Circle member} Blanche 
Campbell {former member} and Virginia Freeman.  A 
prayer for their healing was offered. 
Devotion:  Bettie Avera, Circle Spiritual Growth 
Coordinator gave the devotion based on Isaiah 15:30.  It was 
about the need to unclutter ones life from "Woman's 
Conversation with God." 
Minutes were read and corrected for Secretary Pearl 
Conner, by Jane Beaver.  They are filed as corrected. 
Treasurer Thelma Franklin  reported the balance.  Report 
on file as reported. 
Ann Johnson reported that there are large pans for $9.00 
and Cookbooks for $12 to be sold. 
Program:  Dottie Horton presented the program on the 
"UMW Reading Program."  She reviewed a book of short 
stories about real women dealing with real problems.  She 
reminded us of the meaning of "Grace."  Dottie announced 
the Fund Raising Dinner on August 31, 2007, starting at 
5:00 to 6:30pm.  Tickets will be sold in advance for $7.00.  
A sign-up sheet was available for volunteers to donate 
dessert or tea, or to set up or clean up.  Ann Johnson 
announced that there would be a discussion on giving to 
Local Missions at the September meeting.  She encouraged 
everyone to think about officers for next year.  Unit 
President, Mitty Courtoy thanked everyone for their 
participation in making the "Everybody's Birthday Party" a 
success.  She announced that she had 3 books available form 
the "Reading Program."  She announced the "District Annual 
Meeting" on August 18, 2007.  The car pool will leave the 
church parking lot at 8:45am and pick up other members at 
Dellwood Church.  The meeting will be held at Waynesville 
First UMC from 9:00 to 12:00 noon.  School Bags for 
UMCOR and the "Chicken Feed" will be taken to the 
meeting.  Dottie made a motion to send a "Mission Thinking 
of You" card to Blanche Campbell.  The motion was 
seconded by Bonnie White.   
Dottie announced that two people who found balloons from 
the "Vacation Bible School" had gotten in touch with the 
church.  Bettie Avera announced that she had received a 
letter from the Missionary who shares her birthday.  Other 
correspondences were shared with the group.  Bonnie White 
shared a list of vegetables and fruit that should not be eaten.  

Everyone was reminded to save the "Campbell Soup 
Labels."   
Carolyn Mize presented the "Mission Moment." on Civil 
Rights.  She shared an article from the "Daily Guidepost" on 
service to the needy.  After singing the 2007 theme song, 
"This Little Light of Mine," the meeting adjourned at 11:30 
am 
 Jane Beaver for  Pearl Conner, secretary 
 

SEPTEMBER HAPPENINGS FOR UNITED 
METHODIST WOMEN 

SEPT. 8 - 12 NOON - The District Picnic at Hudnall House 
- Lake Junaluska.  Bring nothing but a good appetite. 
SEPT. 9 – 5pm Ruth Circle meets in the Maggie Fellowship 
Hall.  Bring a covered dish to share. 
SEPT. 12 - 10am Grace Circle meets in Maggie Fellowship 
Hall. 
SEPT. 22 - Mini School of Christian Missions at Elizabeth 
Chapel UMC from 9am to 2pm.  The two studies offered are 
"Globalization" and "Shalom, Salaam, Peace". 
SEPT. 30 - The "Children's Sabbath" at the 11am Worship 
Service sponsored by our UMW. 
          We had a good group to attend the District Annual 
Meeting at Waynesville 1st UMC.  We took 10 School Kits 
for UMCOR from our Unit along with a check for $171.08 
which was our contribution from "Chicken Feed" offerings 
for the year. 
Thank you to Mitty Courtoy for these announcements! 
 

 

 
 
 

��
����������
����������	�������������
����
������������� ��!��

�!��"������#������!������
�����
$�������!�
% ��� ���&��'�

 



 4 ���������	
�����������	
�����������	
�����������	
��  
CHILDCARE AND PRESCHOOL CENTER UPDATE 

By Charles W. Courtoy, chair of Board of Directors 
Mega kudos is due to numerous persons of the 

congregation who gave $5,055 to refurbish the Preschool 
and Childcare Center.  With 30 or more volunteers working 
5 weekends in July and August the Center was completely 
repainted, wainscoting was added to all rooms, child proof 
blinds have been ordered and will be installed, new mulch 
was added to play ground, new sand placed in sandboxes, 
one bathroom retiled, floors professionally cleaned, light 
fixtures both inside and out cleaned and bulbs replaced, 
mirrors and pictures added/replaced, toys and playground 
equipment repaired/replaced and Center deep cleaned.   

All of this was done because it needed to be done 
and also because the State of NC Childcare Agency came for 
an August 8 Star-rating inspection.  Currently our center is 
rated a 4-star center. We hope to raise it to the highest rating 
which is 5-star.  While the inspectors as they left on August 
8, would not comment on what rating they would assign, one 
did say: “I have left many centers crying.  I am not crying 
today.” The new rating should be received shortly.   

Your 15-member Board of Directors is launching a 
fund raising project M&Ms MEAN MONEY FOR 
MUNCHKINS. Free tubes of M&Ms are being distributed 
with the message: AS YOU ENJOY THESE M&Ms 
REMEMBER TO SUPPORT YOUR CHILDCARE 
CENTER MINISTRY WITH YOUR QUARTERS / 
DOLLARS / CHECKS. If you have not yet received your 
tube of M&Ms, see one of the members of the Board. Please 
return your tube with your contributions on or before 
Sunday, September 30.  This will be “Children’s Sabbath 
Sunday” and in conjunction with the Worship celebration 
the Preschool & Childcare Center will hold Open House.   

Sylva United Methodist Church used this approach 
to raise over $10,000 for a children’s ministry in Bosnia.  
Certainly we can do as well for our Childcare Center.  All 
raised funds will help underwrite this year’s operating 
budget.   Thank you! 
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Persons interested in becoming Foster Parents 
(traditional—children experiencing difficulties in their 
homes, but do not have a mental health diagnosis-- or 
therapeutic—children with mental health diagnoses 

and more severe behavioral issues--) are encouraged to 
contact Brenda Powers Walker, Foster Care Supervisor 

with The Children's Home, Inc., at 828-342-1697/ 
bwalker@tchome.org.  Information regarding services 
and foster parent requirements can be provided.  A new 

class for training foster parents will begin in early 
October 2007. 
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September 28 & 29th Fourth Annual Western 
North Carolina BBQ Festival will be held at the 

Maggie Valley Festival Grounds 
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