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From Jeremy:
Dear Friends,

| hope that
the start of a new year
finds you well and
healthy This winter
N\ seems to be one of the

et worst | can remember
B A~ for viruses, colds, and
S ‘j@ various other iliness
gES A A bugs. It seems like
everywhere | go these days | encounter people whagiek,
or who are not feeling well. Just the other ttethe
newspaper there was an article describing a storfhadhat
had sent 700 people to the Mission Hospitals enmerge
room over the weekend. Our DayCare and our lad@als
have been struggling with lots of sick childrenndj as
some of you know, | had my own nasty little unsteie
cough for about a month. It's no fun to be sidpexially if
you are on your own; so, if you're not feeling walhd you
live alone or don’t have family nearby, pleaseugin your
church family know, so that we can help you in savag.

The spread of all of these illnesses and viruses
reminds me of how close we all are in contact witle
another, and of how easily things can get passed frerson
to person. When we're talking about sickness, this
“contagious” characteristic of human life can beegative,
even a dangerous, thing.

But the fact that we are so close to one anotet,
the truth that things can get passed from persqetson,
can also be a positive thing. Germs are not tietbings
that are contagious. Enthusiasm is contagioug.isJo
contagious. Love is contagious. And so is faith.

The Christian writer C. S. Lewis, using a strange
analogy, once said that Christianity is a kind gddd
infection.” He said that Jesus came to bring newa kind
of wonderful, eternal life, a kind of life that weatch”
almost the way we catch a cold, simply by beingeltm and
being in contact with him. “After all,” he wrotégood
things, as well as bad, are caught by a kind @fctidn. If
you want to get warm you must stand near the ifigggu
want to get wet you must stand in the water. If y@ant
joy, power, peace, eternal life, you must get closer even
into, the thing that has them.” Lewis said thaudehas this
kind of “good infection.” If we get close to hime will
“catch” some of his life and his love from him. dthen,
this saving infection will spread from us to others

| once heard someone’s laughter described as being
“infectious”; meaning, that when a certain perkarghs,
you just can't help but laugh along with them. Tleristian
life is no different. When we truly live it, withll its peace,
and joy, and love, it is infectious. It spreadsfirperson to
person. We “catch” it from one another, inspire amother,
and others can't help but join in. Faith isn'ttjteught; it's
caught.

| have a book on how to share our faith that is
called, “The Contagious Christian.” My prayer forr
church in the coming year is that we would be at&gious
Congregation: the kind of place where people wiid u
now have been immune to Jesus will suddenly find
themselves wonderfully infected with his missiomwl duis
joy. To that end, look for us to begin a sermod Bible
Study series in the next few months on what it regan
share our faith, to live the good news, to be “agitus.”

In this new year, | hope you'll take part in this
effort. 1 hope you'll be healthy. And I hope ytiiget a
serious case of Contagious Christianity.

Grace and Peace,

From Hal:

Well, it seems that Christmas comes quicker than it
used to and it probably means something specialost of
us. We celebrate “THE” Christmas story and engmify
get togethers as at no other time of the yearenEship
means more to us than Christmas gifts or turkegetin

Christmas Eve was celebrated with a fantastic play
on Sunday evening with an “all-star” cast of chégexthat
charmed us with a modern adaptation of the Villeugein a
“Smoky Mountain Christmas.” It was certainly a gag
occasion. Santa and Mrs. Claus visited the corrdgjicy
bringing treats for everyone and several wanteil the
pictures taken with the Clauses. Refreshments semead
by some delightful ladies as they paraded arouead th
Fellowship Hall with their “goodies” and smilingdes.

As we begin a new year, let us put aside any dnd al
problems of the past and with a fresh start, sedkfiad a
better way to live. The things we do that willtlase
intangible and cannot be measured by pocket books o
savings in the bank. A cup of cold water, a frigrgteeting
and a ready smile — mean much to all of us.

As the pastor at Peachtree, | have much to be
thankful for as | feel and see your actions in suppf the
church’s ministry. We have lost some people thist year
that we cannot forget, such as | C Sutton, Bettyntésh
and Dick Holman. We have received into membership
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Christopher “Bubba” Carver, Tempie Grice, Steve
Koskey and William “Bill” Miller.
God has blessed us with a church that we share our
good things and share our losses with one anotiverare a
people who really care for others in our prayeus,gifts
and our service. God bless all our people.
Love,

From Erma:
As we enter into this New Year, | wish for eaclyoti a
good and blessed year. As a sign in a restaueandi fHave
a good day unless you've made other plans.” | gnayall
of us will not make other plans.

Sometimes we go around carrying a set of plans
that can ruin a good day. We plan to continueingla
grudge. We are loaded down with fears and woaiEsit

things that never materialize. Our low self-estdemps us Wﬁ ! \

from doing the things that God is calling us to dden, we

get depressed because we haven’t accomplishediragyth
There are times when we go around looking for misfae
or disaster to strike and we begin to feel like ddien he
said, “The thing which | greatly feared has comerume.”

Let’s all resolve to have a good day! We can do
this by starting each day with a positive attitudmie-that
will help us have a good day. Instead of makirigtaof
unrealistic resolutions, we can make a list oedeined
resolutions such as: | won't worry about my heaith
finances; | will set aside a resentment that | have
someone; | will call someone and ask for forgivenésvill
pray often every day; and | will remember that Gouh
control.

If we do this, chances are we will have a gregt da
all year long because we’ve made plans to do st My | "
prayer is that God will be in our thoughts and kseall year ’
long and that we will let Him guide us as we caty his
plans for a good year, one day at a time.
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Maggie UMW Ruth Circle
The Ruth circle met on Decembét @r our annual
Christmas meeting &ev. Erma Bond’'shome. Twenty-
two members were in attendanteader, Gerry Blouin
opened the meeting with a big Christmas welcomer O
devotion was from the prayer calendar.
Sue Kennedyread a thank you card fro®ail Shashyto
the group.
Get well cards were signed by everyoneDaisy Miller,
Virginia Kindred, Susie and Gene Francis. A fruit basket
was given tdaisy Miller while in the hospital, from the
Ruth Circle.
Mitty Courtoy motioned that both circles send a pledge
card to mission’s in honor of Ada Troxler’s baptisBue
Kennedy gave the treasury report and talked about the
Social Action Network. The chicken feed bag wasspds
The group discussed 2007 years programs and everyon
signed up for next year’s monthly programs and tews.
January’s meeting will be held on the™at 5pm in the
Grace Fellowship Class room followed by dinner at
Snappy’s. Please mark your calendar! All women ar
welcome.
Leader, Gerry Blouin concluded the meeting by asking
Rev. Erma Bondto bless the Christmas dinner that was
wonderfully prepared by each member. After the meal
everyone enjoyed the fellowship of fun, laughted amging
of “A partridge in a Pear Treefuring our annual Christmas
bingo.
Respectfully submitted by Elise Allen, secretary

Maggie Valley Grace UMW Circle
The Maggie Valley Grace UMW Circle met on December
13, 2006 in the church fellowship haAnn Johnson,
Leader, welcomed members and introduced guests, Karen
Bass, Betty Jackson, Margaret Mason, and Janenh€oll
The meeting was called to order at 10am and thpd3ar
recited in unison.
Concerns: Daisy Miller is having surgeryirginia
Kindred in hospital Betty Shabingerin hospital, Pearl
Conner's brother died, Rev. Jeremy Troxler is stalsie
Francis continued health problemByelyn Ketner
recovering from surgerglara Ritter has continued health
problems, Rev. George Freeman is having surgerytand

West Virginia trip by MVUMC Mission Team. A timefo
silent prayer was offered for these peomttie Horton
made a motion to give a "Gift in Memory" for Pearl
Conner's brotherBonnie Blackketter seconded the motion.
Devotion: Bettie Avera, Spiritual Growth Coordinator
gave the devotion based on Matthew 2:2-10, thé bifrt
Jesus and followed with prayeProgram: Bonnie White
introduced Janet Collins from the GBGM, and a memnatbe
Directors of Women's Division. She spoke on the
responsibilities of a Director, her travels as eebior, and
urged UMW to come to her with ideaSecretary Report
Jane Beavempresented the minutes of the November
meeting in the absence Béarl Conner, secretary.
Treasurer's Report: Thelma Franklin, treasurer,

reported the balancdJnfinished Business Jane Beaver,
Thelma Franklin, Ann Johnson, Carolyn Mize, and
Bonnie White will deliver Thanksgiving Fruit Baskets to
people shut-insNew Business The Grace Circle presents
babies of the church with Bibles at the time oftisap.
Virginia Freeman volunteered to be in charge of mission.
The 2007 Grace Circle Budget was presentkhe Beaver
made a motion to accept the budget as presei®ednie
Blackketter seconded the motion. Preparation for 2007
"Year Books" are in process. 2007 "Prayer Sisteasties
are being prepared. Recognition Pins were pred¢ate
Bettie Avera, Denise McCullough, and Robena Russell
Grace Woodyreported that she is making Angel Sausage
Biscuits for people who are illDottie Horton asked for
volunteers to be in charge of one program durin@jr20At
the beginning of 2007, bereavement dinners wilihee
responsibility of the Church Boar&ue Kennedy, Social
Action Coordinator, presented the Social Actions for 2007.
The most interest was in "Health Care," "Child€mld
Care," and "Education.” She presented a "Chrisiivias"
for each person. The Japanese word "isogashi" snean
"busy." When written in the Kangi script, it igbrslated "to
lose one's heart." She wished that we would nsiobe
"busy" during the Advent Season that we would "lose
heart" and in 2007, we would all have a "Chridetilheart."
Mission Moment: Bonnie Blackketter presented the
"Mission Moment." She explained the article on the
Smokey Mountain Ministry in the Philippines. Stadh
lived close to this area in the past and had fiastd
knowledge of the people and customs. She toldtaheu
natives who lived on a garbage dump and retrietesds to
use, sell, and recycle. The meeting adjourned &0lam.
The group met at the Smokey Falls Restaurant for a
Christmas Luncheon.

Jane Beaver for Pearl Conner, secretary
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