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From Hal:

Pastoring a
church is a tremendous
responsibility but a great
sense of job if it results
in bringing persons to
Jesus Christ. When |
retired from the Veterans
Administration to re-
enter the pastoral
ministry | left behind
many close friends,
some | still malntaln contact W|th Dr. Fred Cry9dD called me
this past week from Salem, Virginia, where we bathtked in the
Psychiatry Units 30 years ago. He and his wifeegae a great
farewell dinner at their home with many of our frils when |
transferred due to a promotion to a Service ChidW/est Virginia.

In the pastoral ministry | have made friendsadllvays
cherish, such as Rabbit Moffitt, Pickle Deal, Pitancis and other
colorful characters who would give you the shifttbeir back.

Yet, as we go into this Easter Season, we arersufféthe loss of
Kay Inglett, our musician, who has blessed us Wwéhmagic at the
keyboard and terrific voice in special music. &he her husband
are returning to Arkansas for family reasons aokdracterize
them as our “Arkansas Travelers.” We will celebrigay’s
ministry to Peachtree with a luncheon on Palm Synidgdélowing
worship.

| am fascinated by the Bible story of Jesus hawatked
on foot all the way from Galilee in the north, doalong the east
bank of the Jordan river, up the Jericho Road &oghing within
sight of Jerusalem to borrow a donkey for the tvite fourney
ahead. Riding into Jerusalem was a Messianicrseate Well, the
Lord had a need to do this and He needs us totlagre are needs
for all of us, no matter who we are.

A church in Kansas City is reported to have the
following slogan, “Wake up, sing up, preach upypug, pay up,
but never give up or let up or shut up until theseaof Christ in
His church is built up.”

From Erma:

Every spring | hear someone say, “l wish | had ni@eds to get
things done.” As | looked around me this springgdlized that
even if | had more hands | could not possibly getrgthing done
that | think needs to be done.

However, there are so many things that wedmwith
our hands. We can sit on them and do nothing,gstiem in
despair and bitterness, clench them or double tigmto a fist in
hate. We can be suspicious and spiteful as we pairthe faults of
others and we can be greedy and selfish as weatj@kerything
with our hands.

OR---we can open our hands in friendship, love and
service. We can give a helping hand to someomneéa. We can
open our hands and help build a home or make sfmithose
who are not able. We can open our hands and kedp ap the
highways, the playgrounds and the streams—God’fdwor

AND—we can clasp our hands in prayer as we turn to
God with a sincere and honest heart. You know wheturn to
God, He does not turn away. Praying hands makeealeart, for
as we pray, we receive forgiveness, peace andgsiren

The next time you are in church, look around ael s
how many opportunities are there for you to use yaunds.
Someone once said that Mother Teresa did not &hlpuildings in
a single bound; she simply lifted a spoon and fetlil. A new
ministry is starting in our church in April. It talled The Angel
Food Ministry. This will be a great opportunityr fsome to use
their hands to help someone in need of food.

How much happier we would be if we stopped wriggin
our hands and clenching our fists and started ogethiem in
service and clasping them in prayer. Think abbistquote from
the author James C. Howell, “Christ has no handydwurs, no feet
and no hands but yours. Yours are the hands a$tChr

This month, may we ask God to cleanse our hehds,
we may honor him with the work of our hands. Amen.

In Christ’s Service

From Jeremy:
Dear Friends,

Change is in the air. The dreary days of winterkaing
replaced by the bright days of spring. The basesson of Lent is
blooming into the joy of Easter. Margaret andd going through
a process of letting go and trusting God, as wpaneto leave this
place and this people that we love with all ourrhe®ur church is
preparing to receive a new lead pastor in Junastopwhose
identity we will learn sometime later this month.is a season of
change. Some of us find change exciting. Foraseof us,
change scares us to death.

In thinking about this, | wanted to go back andtguor
you from the first sermon | ever preached at Maggie July
Sunday almost four years ago. It was based oB8d¢hipture
passage in Matthew 7: 24-28, where Jesus compdoedish
builder who builds his house upon sand, to a wiaa mho builds
his house upon a rock: when the rains fall, theds come, and
the winds blow, the wise man’s house still stantise theme of
the sermon was change.

This is what | wrote: “. .. for most of us, afilife is
about change. Even if we live in the same pladth thie same job,
with the same family, the seasons of our livesahrays leading us
through some transition or new stage. | can’t waijet to know
you all, but if there’s one thing that | know aldgait’s that every
one of us here, every one us, is going through siraage,
however big or small. And sometimes that chang® igreat,
maybe even so scary that it just leaves us overmda:l we
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feel like we're drowning beneath a flood, and wa'eaching
out for something, something stable to hold onto.

Those changes happen to us all: they are an equal
opportunity and all-age experience. Maybe youting through
the changes of old age, and you wake up in the imgpiamd your
body no longer is able to do what it once could @uv.maybe all of
your life your parents have taken care of you,rmw you find
yourself looking after them instead. Maybe theskidive left the
house, and you have to let them be on their own yow have to
let them make their own mistakes, and it just kittel. Or maybe
there’s a new baby around and it scares you haésth to think
about how you'll care for it. Maybe you're a tegag and your
body is going through all these changes or mayb&ggoing off
to college or a new school, and it all makes ydittla nervous. Or
maybe, maybe there’'s an empty space now besidybe bed or
at the kitchen table where there was once somemnéoye, and
now you wonder if you'll ever feel like yourself aig.

All changes that make us feel lost and alone,tlieebig
bad wolf is at the door, like the foundation hagegiway and the
house of our life is crumbling down around us. fEheas a writer
from Ireland named William Butler Yeats who wrotmat what
those changes feel like. It feels like, he saithitigs fall apart.
The center cannot hold.”

These changes happen to us: things fall apartijfeu
house is in ruins, and then we doubt and all csedarities rise up.
And so we do what we can to quickly rebuild oue.lifBut so often
we're like the man in Jesus’ story: we build ondeon a quick fix
that just can't bear the weight. Building on saad seem easier at
first, not so much work. So, maybe we go throdghdhange and
just cling to the past, to the way things once wergtead of doing
the hard work of doing what we can with what weéhaivlaybe we
find a diversion or a distraction so we won'’t hawdace the
change. Or, we think if we just had more informatiif we just
had more certainty, some kind of sign, if we coalide our self-
esteem, or if we could just change this one thimmusourself, that
then, then, we could make it through, that the ghamouldn’t
seem so scary. Sand. Sand.

| heard this story once about Mother Teresa inandi
There was this man who was going through all tithsages in his
life and he was looking for some direction, so lemimto work with
Mother Teresa and her nuns for a week. He joihedhtins in their
work on the streets of Calcutta, feeding the hunginying water to
the thirsty, helping the sick. And at one poirg,dot to meet
Mother Teresa herself. This was his moment, ssaig “Mother
Teresa, I'd like to ask you for something.” “Wian | do for
you?” she said. “I'd like you to pray for me.” ‘Nt shall | pray
for?”, she said. “Pray that | have some clarims certainty.”

And Mother Teresa just looked at him “I cannaypfor
that,” she said. “Why not,” the man said, “yoeiseto have such
certainty and faith in all you do!” And Mother Esa just laughed:
“I have never had certainty. All | have had isstrul shall pray
that you trust.”

Even in a world where things fall apart, where g
change, and we never have certainty, we too cah tithere is a
rock that will stand the storm. A grace that halduup. A
foundation that will not give way. There is onéthyou can
always trust, one thing that will never, ever, mesfeange: the love
of Jesus.

You can build your life, you can build your home that
rock. There is no change too great, there is ngtiiou have done,
there is nothing you will do that will separate yfoom that love.
Your feelings about yourself might change, you miggat yourself
up all the time and feel like a failure in God’ssyand yours, but

even though our moods and feelings may change,sGode
doesn't.

The more things change, the more we learn thatting
remains the same: the love of God. Jesus Chrikeisame
yesterday, today, and forever.

| heard someone this week call this church “ttekro
church” because of what its foundation is madeodut like that,
“the rock church.” But I'm thankful that the refalundation of this
church isn’t made out of stone, that it's not bagedan imperfect,
nervous young minister, but that it's founded om tthck of a love
so deep and constant that it will never let us go.

I'm thankful that in a week, a life of change,amworld
where things fall apart,
that the center, the center holds.”

| preached those words almost four years ageliéved
them then. | believe them even more deeply today.

Happy Easter.

Proud to be one of your pastors,

“Know what would be fun, sister? A music video.”
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Peachtree United Methodist Women

The Peachtree United Methodist Women held theulegg
monthly meeting on Sunday, MarcH 4t 3pm with thirteen
members and eight guests attendifige guests included
Betty Swarthout, District President of UMW, Alicia
Ledford, Eligibility Specialist with DSS and Shirley
Topper, Editor of Encore Magazine.
Gretchen Timmonsopened the meeting with a prayer and
Ernestine Upchurchintroduced Mark Cornett of the
Regional Alzheimer’s Office in Asheville, who presed a
very informative program on “Safe Return,” a nadbn
Registry for patients and caregivers of those wiftesfrom
dementia. Following the program, we had a livalgstion
and answer session. The meeting then moved to the
Fellowship Hall wheréastor Hal Finney asked the
blessing. Refreshments were servedhyah Sutton and
Rena Upright.
Gretchen Timmonspresided over our regular meeting. She
welcomed our guests and thanked the hostesses for
refreshments. She also read the names of misgsnar
having birthdays and requested prayer for th&ut Hyatt
has been moved to the Smoky Mountain Rehabilitation
Center. Geraldean Caldwellgave the Treasurer’s report.
April 1% will be the date of our next meetinfonna will
have the Responséoan will have the program and
Ernestine and Virginia, the refreshmentsMaida,
Geraldean and Renaare having birthdays in March and
Cindy will be mailing cards to them.
Under Old Busines$Gretchenreminded the group of the
Children’s Heart ProjectMaddie Allen of Rockwood
UMC is trying to raise money for this project. Aotion was
made byloan and seconded kyrnestine to send a
donation to this project. Under New Busine3atah
mentioned that sindéay will be leaving, the group would
want to do something nice for her. We decidedast la
luncheon immediately after Worship on April and give a
gift of money. Gretchen closed the meeting.
Minutes submitted by Donna Gibson,
in absence of Marge Sheaffer, Secretary

Maggie Valley UMW Grace Circle
The Grace Circle of the UMW met on March™with 17
members and two guests present. The Call to evdsr
given byLeader, Ann Johnson who thanked/irginia
Freemanfor refreshments. The Pledge was said by
everyone. Under Joys and Conceivigty Courtoy, Dot
Fields, Grace Woody, the John Ruff family, Denise
McCullough, Pearl Conner, Ann’s family, Bettie's san,
Steve and Janavere remembered.
Bettie Avera gave the Devotiorfln Memory of Virginia
Kindred,” You Do Not Have to be Clever to Love Me,
found in Virginia's Bible. Birthday cards were sigd and
will be sent to missionaries from the prayer Ca@ndane
Beavergave the Program, from Isaiah and Matthew, “Rise,
Shine and Glorify God.” Under Correspondence, khaou
notes were read frofdna Palmer and Vie Majorana.

Pearl read the minutes and the Treasurer’s report wangi
by Thelma Franklin.

Under Unfinished Business, sales of Auto Bell casiv
tickets were discussed and the need to furnistedsdor
the Scholarship Silent Auction Fund Raiser. Kierevgiven
to those who are participating in our Spring projédnder
New BusinessyYirginia Freeman bought Bibles for babies
being baptized. Two address changes for the harkdbo
Betty Alcorn, PO Box 1448, Maggie Valley and Bea
Hawkins, PO Box 966, Maggie Valley.

A motion was made bRottie Horton and seconded by
Pearl to donate a Cookbook for the Silent Auction. We
have also been asked to donate packets for Restorat
House and Week-end Jainn has lists of those things
needed. Under Spiritual Growtiirginia gave each of us
bookmarks with a hand-written prayewlitty reported that
she will have our required reading books at eacétimg
and on Sundays. Please check Wiitty to sign out a
book.

Two dates to remember: April 15" 4 — 6pm General
Meeting of Ruth and Grace Circles / Light Supper /
Prayer and Self Denial program, April 28" Murphy
UMC / Day Apart. We have sent a gift in memory fiad
Majorana and Neil Palmer. Bonnie White gave the
Mission Moment, “Ending Hunger.” We sang, “Thidtlg
Light of Mine.” Ann closed with prayer.

Grace Circle’s next meeting will be May §'. Bea
Hawkins and Betty Alcorn will have refreshmentBear!
Conner will have the Program anditty Courtoy , the
Mission Moment.

Respectfully submitted, Pearl Conner, Secretary

Maggie’'s UMW Ruth Circle
The Ruth Circle met on March 11th, with eleven mersb
present.Leader Gerry Blouin welcomed everyone and
called the meeting to ordeklise Allen read the minutes and
the group approved thensue Kennedyread the treasury
report and gave an update on the group pledgehifoyear.
Suealso touched base about the Action Circle rewigithe
Brian Center. The chicken feed money was colledtethg
this time.
Prayer Concerns for this montf&eorge Blouinis on the
road to recovery and doing welClara Kramer, Shirley
Kelley and family with the loss of Clara’s husband Russ
Kramer. Pat Butler having surgery.Ginger Posthumus’s
son is having surgery due to an accident involthegloss of
his foot. Ann Johnson’smother is not doing well.
Dot Fieldsis in the hospital.Ellis Forga will be a
participant in the Readers Digest word power chake
Lorraine Cook had a birthday card for the group to sign for
this month’s mission worker from the prayer calenda
Deborah Sue Shunalt stationed in Asheville.
Judy Kossmanreported on the car wash tickets. They are
selling like hot cakes! The group discussed tlogpass of
the camp scholarship; five children partaking suaamer of
fun! The Circle will help provide for our church’s
Scholarship and local college fund. Motion was enad
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by Elise Allen and second by Bonnie BlackketteNew
books have arrived for the adult and youth reagirogram.
Shelly Coker will be maintaining a scrapbook. There will
be training for the Angle Food Ministry Program.obke
interested should speak wigev. Erma Bond
Ann Johnsonpassed out bookmarks with a prayer on the
back for prayer partners froBpiritual Growth Leader
Virginia Freeman. Elise Allen’s program presentation and
devotion was “Lord Be Glorified”. The focus statethevas
about how our ordinary, everyday activities anditsainake
a statement about our faith convictions and howlives
can be used to glorify God. (With Him we are eviityg . . .
without Him we are nothing AMEN!)
Leader Gerry Blouin concluded the meeting with a couple
of reminders to mark on the group calendars. UMgvi&sal
meeting will be held on April 54-6 pm. UMW “Day
Apart” program will be held at the Murphy UMC on #p
28th. Our next Ruth Circle meeting will be on Ma&/"1at
5pm in the Fellowship Hall. Pleaseme and join us!
Respectfully submitted, Elise Allen, Secretary

April Happenings for Maggie UMW
Wednesday, April 11" please join the Action Circle as we
meet at the church at 1pm to carpool to the Briant€& to
take Prayer Shawls and love to some very spedgalds
there.

Sunday, April 15" will be the first of three General
Meetings for 2007. All members of Circles meetetigr
for worship, business, food, fellowship and fuvirginia
Freeman and Bonnie Whitewill give the program on the
needs of our retired deaconesses and missiondtlease
bring an item to the meeting that represents a tiumen you
felt the love of God expressed through the serefagthers.
If you don't have a tangible item please bringrtte@mory of
that moment...a time when you received a helpinglha
listening ear, etc. Questions? Céitginia Freeman (452-
0181.) An opportunity to contribute an offering Mike
given. A short business meeting will follow. Alit supper
and fellowship time will be enjoyed by all.

Saturday, April 28" will be the “Day Apart” at Murphy
UMC where all United Methodist Women in Haywood
County will gather for a morning of fellowship aa@rship.
There will be special music, a message by Evelytaek
and a time to remember those members who haverdied
2006. Please ségitty Courtoy or callGerry Blouin (926-
9507) orAnn Johnson(926-1661) by April 22 to reserve
your seat on the van. We will leave the churcBaah and
plan to stop on the way back for lunch, so bringneofor
your lunch and to help with the gas cost.

OurReading Programis being promoted by “traveling
librarian” Mitty Courtoy . She will have the red “cardinal”
bag on Sunday morning and at all church meetifisase
seeMitty to check out a book to read.
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Happy Tails Golf Tournament
to benefit SARGE’S
Animal Rescue Foundation
will be held on Thursday, April 12 ™
at Laurel Ridge Country Club
Registration at 11am Shotgun Start at 1pm
Box Lunch provided to each golfer
Dinner Reception to follow the Tournament
Great Prizes!
For more information, call 828/508-3300
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